Bobby & Lynn's Plant Farm

REAL PLANTS. REAL PEOPLE. REAL PASSION.

I Want a Low-Maintenance
Plant

A practical guide for choosing dependable plants that need less fuss

Low-maintenance does not mean no maintenance. The best choice is a plant that naturally fits your sunlight,
soil, space, and climate, so it needs less watering, pruning, spraying, and correcting later.

First, Check These Four Things

LIGHT SOIL SIZE HABIT
. Match the plant to the actual . Choose for dry, average, or . Allow room for the mature . Pick naturally tidy, durable

sun. wet soil. plant. growers.

Look for Plants That Naturally Need Less Work

LOW-MAINTENANCE TRAIT

Drought tolerant

Naturally compact

Blooms on new wood

Disease resistant

Adapted to local

conditions

Slow or moderate growing

Long-season interest

WHAT IT MEANS

Needs less supplemental water after
roots are established

Stays within its space with little
shaping or size control

Pruning is simpler and winter damage is
less likely to remove flower buds

Less likely to need repeated spraying or
leaf cleanup

Handles regional heat, rainfall, and
seasonal changes more easily

Needs less frequent pruning and is
easier to keep in bounds

Provides flowers, foliage, berries, or
structure without frequent replanting

Simple Maintenance Test

Before buying, ask: How often will this need watering after
the first year? Does it require annual shaping,
deadheading, spraying, dividing, staking, or winter
protection? Choose the plant with the shortest realistic

task list.

PLANT IDEAS

Coneflower, black-eyed Susan, butterfly
weed, juniper

Dwarf hydrangea, compact weigela, small
spirea

Panicle hydrangea, smooth hydrangea,
butterfly bush

Resistant crape myrtle, native shrubs,
improved cultivars

Oakleaf hydrangea, sweetspire,
beautyberry, native grasses

Inkberry holly, compact gardenia, dwarf
yaupon holly

Oakleaf hydrangea, ornamental grasses,
coneflower, hollies

WATCH FOR

New plants still
need regular
watering

Check the mature
width, not the
pot size

Prune at the
correct time for
the plant

Good airflow
still matters

Native does not
always mean
suitable for
every site

Very slow
growers may take
longer to fill a

bed

Avoid relying on
one short bloom
period

Helpful Plant Search Words

¢ low-maintenance full sun plant ¢ disease-resistant garden plant

* drought-tolerant flowering shrubk easy-care native perennial

e compact shrub for small bed

* no-deadheading flowering plant

Best rule: the right plant in the right place is usually the lowest-maintenance choice.
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